Mountain Soarmg Tips

he truch is thar even before the

canopy blew off, Jeff and T were

not doing well. Struggling

below the ridge crests we
seemed unable to get “up on the step” 1o
absorb the ridge’s energy and tw keep
moving on. It was teaching us patience
and determinarion: comman lessons for
pilots flying gliders in the mountains.

Jeff Camphbell of Telluride, Colorado
was planted in the back sear of
"Hawkwing” (my Duo Discus), enjoying
his first Omarama-based competition.
Owur first mountain pass crossing had set
us up for a fast run south. Bur it was an
advantage we squandered even before the
Mayday calls went our.

We approached the unnamed pass from
the lee side following a subsidiary ridge
leading to the main range. Maintaining
energy (80 knots and full ballast) but
below glide slope, we plugged into wind
and descending air, until we mert the main
range and turned toward the pass, a hun-
dred feer above us and half a kilomerer
away. Then, beneath the rotor with rocks
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off our right wing and heavy sink to our
left, we gently climbed the leeward slope.
At the last minure, using our excess ener-
gy, we punched up through the rotor and
rolled righr, into a twenty-knot headwind.
We had crossed the pass and climbed in
powerful lift. It felt grear!

Scraping over mountain passes against
strong headwinds is a speciality of the
experienced mountain pilot, There are
many tricks bur only one rule: Don’t Hit
the Hill.

Here are some of the tricks: Know the
wind. Be aware of the sun and try o
approach the pass up a subsidiary ridge or
leading spur. Imagine the wind swirling
around and over the pass towards you and
along thar leading ridge, creating licde
areas of convergence, Notice where the

sun heats the ridge and where its shape
may shelter and encourage thermal acrivi-
ty. Use these scraps of lift to maintain
energy, keep an escape route clear and
have a Plan B in case you don’t make the
pass. (See Figure 1),

I am often asked how close one should
fly to the hill to gain the best lift. *Close
enough to see the grasses blowing” is
often my tongue-in-cheek reply. Because
I love to Ay in close, swooping around
the rocks and basins and popping over
ridges, | sometimes soar closer then one
really needs to be! But if the winds are
light and the grasses barely moving you
have to be within a wingspan or two to
read cheir motion and o take advantage
of the weak lift. Further out there may

well be nothing,
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